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(UNFCCC - ADP Negotiation, Adaptation, NCCS Public Perception Survey 2013) 

 

1. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and its Kyoto Protocol 
 

 The UNFCCC entered into force on 21 March 1994. Today, it has near universal membership. The 
195 countries that have ratified the Convention are called Parties to the Convention.  

 The Kyoto Protocol was adopted in Kyoto, Japan, on 11 December 1997 and entered into force on 
16 February 2005. The detailed rules for the implementation of the Protocol were adopted at COP 7 
in Marrakesh, Morocco, in 2001, and are referred to as the "Marrakesh Accords." Its first 
commitment period (CP1) started in 2008 and ended in 2012. 

 In Doha, Qatar, on 8 December 2012, the "Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol" was adopted. 
The amendment includes new commitments for Annex I Parties to the Kyoto Protocol who agreed to 
take on commitments in a second commitment period (CP2) from 1 January 2013 to 31 December 
2020; a revised list of greenhouse gases (GHG) to be reported on by Parties in the second 
commitment period; and amendments to several articles of the Kyoto Protocol for CP2 
Ad Hoc Working Group on the Durban Platform for Enhanced Action (ADP) is a subsidiary body that 
was established by decision 1/CP.17 in December 2011. 

 The mandate of the ADP is to develop a protocol, another legal instrument or an agreed outcome 
with legal force under the Convention applicable to all Parties, which is to be completed no later 
than 2015 in order for it to be adopted at the twenty-first session of the Conference of the Parties 
(COP) and for it to come into effect and be implemented from 2020. 
 

Useful links: 

The Convention:  http://unfccc.int/essential_background/convention/items/6036.php 

Kyoto Protocol: http://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol/items/2830.php 

Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol: Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol 

Durban Platform: http://unfccc.int/bodies/body/6645.php  

Decision 1/CP.17: http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2011/cop17/eng/09a01.pdf#page=2  

 

2. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) – Working Group II on Adaptation  
 

 Adaptation refers to adjustments in ecological, social, or economic systems in response to actual or 
expected climatic stimuli and their effects or impacts. It refers to changes in processes, practices, 
and structures to moderate potential damages or to benefit from opportunities associated with 
climate change. Milestones in the UNFCC include the LDC Work Programme (2001), Nairobi Work 
Programme (2006) and Cancun Adaptation Framework (2010) and Warsaw International Mechanism 
for Loss and Damages (2013). 

 The IPCC has three working groups: 

 Working Group I: The Science of Climate Change 

 Working Group II: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability 

 Working Group III: Mitigation of Climate Change 

 and a Task Force on Greenhouse Gas Inventories 

 The 10th Session of Working Group II (WGII-10) was held from 25 to 29 March 2014 in Yokohama, 
Japan. At the Session, the Summary for Policymakers (SPM) of the Working Group II contribution to 
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the IPCC Fifth Assessment Report (WGII AR5) was approved and the underlying scientific and 
technical assessment accepted. 
 

Useful links: 

Adaptation in the UNFCCC: http://unfccc.int/focus/adaptation/items/6999.php  

WGII Summary for Policy Makers: http://ipcc-

wg2.gov/AR5/images/uploads/IPCC_WG2AR5_SPM_Approved.pdf  

IPCC Assessment Report 5: http://ipcc-wg2.gov/AR5/  

 

3. Singapore’s Position on Climate Change and Relevant Policies & Measures 
 

 In 2009, Singapore pledged to reduce our carbon emissions by 16% below business-as-usual (BAU) 
levels in 2020, based on the condition that there should be a legally binding global agreement. If 
not, Singapore is still committed to reduce emissions by 7-11% below BAU levels by 2020. 

 Given the small size of Singapore, and dense urban landscape, there are challenges harnessing 
alternative energy options like solar and wind power on an island-wide scale. Such limitations in 
switching to alternatives are recognized by the UNFCCC: 
 
Articles 4.8 and 4.10 of UNFCCC take into consideration the national circumstances of developing 
countries - especially small island countries, countries with low-lying coastal areas, land-locked and 
transit countries, and countries disadvantaged in the use of alternative energy sources, amongst 
others. Article 4.10 recognizes the circumstances of such countries with "serious difficulties in 
switching to alternatives". 
 

 In 2011 and 2013, the NCCS conducted public perception surveys.  

 Despite our “alternative energy disadvantaged” status, Singapore recently adopted a renewable 
energy target – “We plan to raise the adoption of solar power in our system to 350 Mega-Watt-peak 
(MWp) by 2020. This is about 5 per cent of 2020 peak electricity demand, a significant increase from 
the present 15 MWp of installed capacity today.” - S Iswaran, Second Minister for Trade and 
Industry, Committee of Supply Debate, 6 Mar 2014 
 

Useful links: 

Article on “Behind the Negotiations with Ambassador Burhan Gafoor”: 

http://www.nea.gov.sg/cms/sei/EnvisionIssue4.pdf page 22 - 27 

Singapore’s Emissions Profile: http://app.nccs.gov.sg/page.aspx?pageid=158&secid=157  

Measures to Reduce Emissions by Sector: http://app.nccs.gov.sg/page.aspx?pageid=165&secid=193 

National Climate Change Strategy 2012: http://app-

stg.nccs.gov.sg/data/resources/docs/Documents/NCCS-2012.pdf 

Climate Change Public Perception Survey 2011: http://app.nccs.gov.sg/data/resources/docs/AnnexB.pdf  

Climate Change Public Perception Survey 2013: 

https://app.nccs.gov.sg/data/resources/docs/Documents/Appendix%20I.pdf  

Public Consultation and Perception Survey news: http://app.nccs.gov.sg/news_details.aspx?nid=580  

Singapore Green Plan 2012: http://www.mewr.gov.sg/sgp2012/ 

Sustainable Singapore Blueprint: http://www.sustainablesingapore.gov.sg/  
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